
The Wildcat Sanctuary

August 2016  |  Issue 9

The Wildcat SanctuaryUPROAR!

Savannah Esteban



2     August 2016

From the FounderTammy Thies 
Founder & Executive Director

Julie Hanan
Contributor

Carissa L. Winter
Graphic Designer

Photography by TWS staff  and 
Pamela Lammersen of  PCML Photography

Mission: Provide natural sanctuary to wild cats 
in need and inspire change to end the captive 
wildlife crisis.

Vision: Help create a world where wild animal 
sanctuaries are no longer needed.

The Wildcat Sanctuary is accredited by the 
Global Federation of  Animal Sanctuaries and 
the American Sanctuary Association. 

The Wildcat Sanctuary is a tax-exempt charity 
under the IRS code section 501c3, our federal 
tax ID number is 22-3857401.

The Wildcat Sanctuary
PO Box 314 • Sandstone, MN 55072

320-245-6871

Follow us on:

Copyright © The Wildcat Sanctuary. All Rights Reserved.

UPROAR!
The Wildcat Sanctuary

August 2016  |  Issue 10

WildcatSanctuary.org

Shadow, leopard



From the Founder

UPROAR! August 2016     3

Keeping them safe

The deep love we share for our animals is heartwarming, yet that same deep love is also why it can be so 
heartbreaking. 

For the last 16 years as the founder of TWS, with your help, I’ve rescued hundreds of animals. I’ve 
seen horrible abuse where tigers had frozen to the ground, a farm where I had to step over skeletons of those who had 
starved to death to reach a cougar, and a cougar so full of mange, it was difficult to even tell she was a cat. I’ve seen 
animals in spaces too small to turn around with no shelter, but had to leave because our warrant only allowed for us 
to take the tigers and bears to sanctuary.

People often ask, how do I get through it? That they couldn’t bear it. But for me, that isn’t the worst part.
On the day of a rescue, I am there to do a job. A job for you and most importantly, a job for the animals we are 

there to help. It’s not easy to compartmentalize, but it is often necessary. No matter how bad the scene may be, we’re 
there to provide a new lease on life for all of those the law will allow. And to get them home safely is my priority.

But once those animals are in our custody, my mindset changes. Now that we have them safe, it’s our job to keep 
them safe. It’s supposed to be a new beginning to their life. And when cats like Caracal Ivan come to us and are too 
weak to live past a few days, or recently surrendered Savannah Esteban is diagnosed with terminal FIP, those are the 
moments I break and fall to my knees.

With every promise and doing everything we possibly can, sometimes we still can’t make them safe. That’s when 
I feel helpless and truly heartbroken. I feel a deep responsibility, as I know you do, to ensure that every cat we rescue 
deserves a life of happiness and, hopefully, a long one at that. So when that’s cut short, I feel I’ve failed.

Luckily, I have support from all of you. And so do the cats. Once I 
process my own feelings, I need to focus on those that still need us. I 
need to cherish the moments with those that are still here. And I need to 
prepare myself for the next cat that needs rescue.

I have learned I cannot promise a lifetime to every cat we rescue, 
but we can provide them a lifetime of happiness, however long that 
may be. And that is the most important thing.

Thank you for being by my side,

Tammy Thies

Ekaterina, tiger
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I remember the call vividly. I was at home on my 
couch, cradling Abby, TWS’ first ever rescued 
Bengal cat. Tears were flowing down my face 

as I was making the heart-wrenching decision to say 
goodbye to her. Abby’s intestinal lymphoma was no 
longer responding to treatment. It was because of her that 
we would become a home to over 50 more Bengals and 
hybrid wild cats – which was good and bad. The hybrids 
cost us more in vet bills than all big cats combined, and 
it can be so difficult to manage their behavioral and 
medical issues. Abby was no different, she had chronic 
IBD (irritable bowel disorder) and pancreatitis, as 
many hybrids do, which eventually led to her intestinal 
lymphoma.

As I was trying to find the right time to say goodbye 
and grieve, I was receiving continuous emails and phone 
calls from the owner of a Savannah kitten. She wanted 
immediate answers on how to fix the chronic diarrhea 
and lack of litter box use of the kitten she purchased from 
a breeder. My patience was waning after several consults 
with her to help this kitten.

The owner had spent several thousand dollars in vet 
care, tests and treatments. Nothing seemed to help. She 
finally decided to surrender Esteban to TWS. Upon his 
arrival, his diarrhea cleared up within a few days. He 
appeared to be a happy and healthy kitten once his IBD 
was under control. He quickly crawled his way into our 
hearts, even though I had initial hesitation to accept him 
into our program.

Esteban’s Symptoms
After a week or so, he began to run a high fever, even 

reaching 105.1, and he was immediately hospitalized and 
brought to the specialists at the University of Minnesota. 
Tests showed he had high globulin levels and corona 
titers consistent with dry Feline Infectious Peritonitis 

Esteban’s FIP Diagnosis

(FIP). The non-responsive fever and high white blood 
count were also consistent with dry FIP, a fatal disease. 
Sadly, we had to accept the news that Esteban wouldn’t 
be with us very long.
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Esteban, savannah

Make a gift at WildcatSanctuary.org

The news is easier to repeat, than it is to accept. We 
know so many cat families, as well as other sanctuaries, 
who have been affected by FIP. Vets say it’s the most 
horrible cat disease for cats and their humans. We knew 
we had to research as much as we could to give the best 
quality of life to Esteban while minimizing exposure to 
any other cats.

The Disease
FIP is caused by a coronavirus infection and these 

infections are very common among cats. However, in 

most cases, these viral infections cause inflammation 
of the intestines or no symptoms. But some cats will 
develop this fatal disease known as FIP. It’s usually 
found in young cats that are less than 2 or 3 years old or 
immune-compromised cats. It is 5 to 10 times greater for 
cats coming from breeders, catteries or shelters.  

FIP arises from certain viral mutations that occur in 
the infected cats and failure of their immune systems 
to contain such mutated viruses. FIP is virtually 100% 
fatal, and there is no known cure. Esteban had a lot of 
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factors against him including being a hybrid cat (which 
often involves high corona titers), being a kitten, and 
being bred in a cattery. The disease often mutates after a 
high stress incident. Esteban’s symptoms first appeared 
in December 2015 after he was neutered.

We contacted universities nationwide that were 
running studies on FIP, including UC Davis, University 
of Kansas and University of Tennessee. We decided to 
treat Esteban with Polyprenyl Immunostimulant to help 
his own immune system fight the virus and hopefully 
slow the progression of the disease. We know it’s not a 
cure, but our hope is that it increases his quality of life 
and number of days with us.

Our Time Together
I can’t imagine how hard it will be to say goodbye to 

little Esteban when it’s time. Though he’s so small, he’s 
taken up a huge portion of my heart. I know you feel the 
same way. I can only believe that Esteban is here for a 
very special reason and when his work is done, he will 
begin a new journey with so many others who remain 
with us in spirit.

For now, I love sharing blissful moments with him 
like running in the grass, chatting at the barn swallows, 
running relays in the hallway and especially those loving 
moments right before his nap. As hard as my heart hurts 
for when that time comes, I am so blessed to have had 
the opportunity to get to know such a special cat with 
such a big message to share.

Esteban now has his wings

Esteban lost his battle with FIP after this article was 
written on July 19th. The times I spent with Esteban were some 
of  the most special I can remember.  He only arrived a few 
months ago, but he was as loved as if  he was one of  the first.

Esteban, thank you for sharing what time you had and 
making the world so special. FIP may have given you your wings, 
but we hope your story raises awareness for this awful disease and 
one day we can give the happy news that there is a cure.

Fly high my little boy and please visit often.
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Esteban, savannah

Resources:
Cornell Feline Health Center
http://www.vet.cornell.edu/fhc/Health_Information/
brochure_ftp.cfm

Winn Feline Foundation 
http://www.winnfelinefoundation.org/about-us/mission-
statement

Kansas State University Veterinary Medicine
http://www.k-state.edu/media/newsreleases/apr16/
fipdisease4816.html

What is FIP? 

Feline infectious peritonitis 
(FIP) is a viral disease of  cats 
caused by certain strains of 

a virus called the feline coronavirus. 
Most strains of feline coronavirus do not cause disease. Cats 
infected with a feline coronavirus generally do not show any 
symptoms during the initial viral infection, and an immune 
response occurs with the development of antiviral antibodies. 
In a small percentage of infected cats (5 to 10 percent), either 
by a mutation of the virus or by an aberration of the immune 
response, the infection progresses into clinical FIP. The virus 
is then referred to as feline infectious peritonitis virus (FIPV). 
With the assistance of the antibodies that are supposed to 
protect the cat, white blood cells are infected with the virus, 
and these cells then transport the virus throughout the cat’s 
body. An intense inflammatory reaction occurs around vessels 
in the tissues where these infected cells locate, often in the 
abdomen, kidney, or brain. It is this interaction between the 
body’s own immune system and the virus that is responsible 
for the disease. Once a cat develops clinical FIP involving one 
or many systems of the cat’s body, the disease is progressive 
and is almost always fatal. The way clinical FIP develops as 
an immune-mediated disease is unique, unlike any other viral 
disease of animals or humans.
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Leo, savannah

A Haven for Hybrid Cats

Leo

Leo’s story is a common one, and one we hear 
all too often. From the information we’ve 
received, Leo was purchased by a Minnesotan 

last winter as an exotic pet. Even though it’s illegal to own 
first through third generation hybrids (F1-F3) in the state 
of  Minnesota, that isn’t why Leo made his way to our 
Sanctuary.

Instead, it was his behavioral issues. Leo, like most 
hybrids, wasn’t consistently using the litter box in the 
house and he was also aggressive to the owner’s other 
animals. Therefore, his owner placed a “free to good 
home” ad on the local Craigslist.

An individual who always wanted a Bengal or hybrid 
cat answered the ad. She was very excited to welcome 
such a unique cat into her home. When she arrived to pick 
up Leo, he was being kept in a cage in the garage. She was 
informed that he had been 4-paw declawed earlier that 
month as an adult cat, which is so tragic to hear.

Several medications were prescribed for the previous 
owner by her veterinarian to try to help with Leo’s diarrhea, 
as well as medication for the ear mites he suffered with. It 
appears very little of  these medications were administered 
since they were given to the new owner, along with Leo.

The new owner soon realized that Leo needed a 
special home where all his emotional and medical needs 
could be met. Thankfully, her research led her to finding 
The Wildcat Sanctuary.

The Wildcat Sanctuary
Welcomes Savannahs
Leo and Andre
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Andre, savannah

Andre
Andre’s story is a bit different. He was surrendered to 

a local shelter after his owner of  many years passed away. 
He is a very shy cat and unsure of  his new surroundings. 
We’re glad the shelter reached out to the Sanctuary to 
help Andre adjust to his new life. Once we learn a little 
bit more about Andre’s personality, he’ll move out to a 
bungalow that will give him the opportunity to flourish 
at TWS, too.

You can sponsor 
Andre or Leo at 

WildcatSanctuary.org

Hybrid Issues
It’s easy for many people to understand why a 400 lb. 

tiger should not be kept as a pet, but people will still try 
to keep small wild cats and hybrid cats as pets. No matter 
the size, wild means wild!

When a domestic cat is crossed with a small wild cat, 
it’s known as an F1 hybrid cat. Many breeders cross 
domestic cats with Servals, Asian Leopard Cats or Jungle 
Cats. Breeders market these cats as ‘lap leopards’ for 
high prices and say they have the look of  the wild and 
personality of  the domestic. However, genetics doesn’t 
work this way. Breeders cannot choose which elements 
you get of  the wild and which you get of  the domestic cat. 

These cats are caught between two worlds. Some are 
feral or shy, others want attention, most have health and 
behavioral issues. But, all are loved and cared for once 
they arrive at The Wildcat Sanctuary.

With your help, Ledger, Phoenix, Bronx, Hilo and over 
30 hybrid cats live in the Hybrid Haven area of  our sanctuary. 
We accept the soiling, health and behavioral problems that 
most people deem inappropriate pet behavior. With your 
support, we provide them indoor and outdoor areas where 
they can stretch their natural wild side. 

Even though they may be small in stature, hybrids 
still have a wild nature and are not appropriate pets. 
With so many wonderful domestic animals in desperate 
need of  homes, there’s simply no excuse for purchasing 
or breeding exotic cats as pets. We hope you’ll help 
us educate others whenever you see hybrids being 
promoted as appropriate pets - since nothing could be 
further from the truth.
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Working Together

Matty, cougar

Nikita, tiger

Shazam, leopard

Big Cats See the Dentist

Does your dentist work on the 
weekend? Luckily for many big 
cats, the dental professionals 

from the Peter Emily International Veterinary 
Dental Foundation do! In fact, these volunteers 
traveled around the world, all to provide much-
needed oral surgery for several cats – including 
cougar Matty, leopard Shazam, tiger Nikita, 
serval Sebastian and Bengal Peekaboo.

Board-certified veterinary anesthesiologists 
Dr. Baldo and Dr. Guedes, along with resident 
anesthesiologist Dr. Shipley, also volunteered 
their time to assure the cats sleep well during 
their procedures. This anesthesia team provides 
services for The University of Minnesota 
Veterinary Medical Center, so the cats were in 
expert hands.

We’re extremely touched to see so many 
professionals come together to help big cats who 
should never have been kept as pets or for profit.
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Bob Barker $50,000 Match

The Wildcat Sanctuary received a generous 
$50,000 challenge grant from legendary 
Bob Barker and the DJ&T Foundation.

This means every dollar received by August 31 
(up to $50,000) will be matched! Since we need 
to raise over $100,000 to build an indoor shelter 
building for the cats in the Feline Meadows area of 
the sanctuary, this is a much-needed match we hope 
inspires many to give, too.

Will you consider donating today to help us 
complete the Feline Meadows building? The cats will 
be so happy to have comfortable, indoor, warm den 
areas to snuggle up in before winter arrives this year 
– thanks to you!

Thank you 
Lions, Tigers and Beers!
It started as an idea by some Chicago fans a few 

years ago. Loving wild cats and wanting to help, they 
came up with the idea to host an annual fundraiser at their 
restaurant – Northdown Taproom in Chicago, Illinois.
Now, it’s become a highly anticipated, fundraising event 
every year!

Lions, Tigers and Beers and its partners offered the 
rarest, most unique, top-rated, and one-off kegs for this 
one day fundraiser! Hundreds of people united, raising 
over $11,000 for the new Feline Meadows Building!



WildcatSanctuary.org12     August 2016

Shanti Deva, lion Lindsey, Eurasian lynx

Shadow, leopard

Callie, tiger

Mufasa and Rocky, African servals

Make a gift at WildcatSanctuary.org
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Tasha, cougar

Phoenix, serval

Tonka, tiger
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Blaze, cougarAspen, cougar

Kittens Growing Up

Did you know, over the past decade, we’ve 
taken in seven orphaned wild-born cougar 
kittens? Our first wish is for them to grow-

up wild, but when they cannot, we provide them a chance 
to live wild at heart.

This past winter, we added four more to the list when 
Snow, Storm, Aspen and Blaze arrived from Washington 
State. Only a couple months old, they’d already been through 
so much trying to survive as babies who’d lost their mothers.

Animal Planet happened to be in the area filming 
when wildlife officials darted and rescued Snow and 
Storm. Producers have been following their progress 
here with us and will be featuring an update about them 
on their show Northwoods Law: Washington State this 
winter when they’re a year old. 

Introducing brother and sister Snow and Storm to 
brothers Aspen and Blaze so they could form a new 
family unit has gone very well. They’re all living together 
and their individual personalities are really blossoming, 

thanks to the patient positive behavioral techniques our 
caretakers have used to help them learn to trust humans 
after such a tragic start in life.

Blaze is the boldest and most dominant of  the group. 
He’ll approach to check out what caretakers are up to 
and loves scents, toys, and ripping up grass to toss about. 
His brother Aspen, though, is the least dominant. He 
enjoys hanging out on the high platform in their habitat 
with Snow, the only girl of the group. Storm’s been seen 
pushing Blaze out of the way for a favorite toy he might 
like and loves rolling in the scents we sprinkle about their 
habitat. Snow usually hangs back to let the rowdy boys 
eat first and shows impeccable manners. 

Seeing them playfully chasing each other, enjoying 
toys and enrichment is such a positive sign. They’re finally 
feeling this is home and they’re safe. We look forward 
to watching them grow into strong, healthy, confident 
cougars – just as their mothers would have wanted.
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Snow, cougar

Storm, cougar

Become part of the Monthly Pride at WildcatSanctuary.org
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Sanctuary at a Glance



Thank you Patrick Clancy Photography
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Gifts through July 8, 2016

In Honor

In Honor & In Memory

In honor of Ecklund-Gledhill’s wedding 
Nicole Ecklund

In honor of Poot 
Kristine Hilsenhoff

In honor of Como, the white tiger 
Sherri Hildebrandt, Ingrid Graudins, 
Candice Armstrong

In honor of Lisa Mathews 
Jennifer Braster

For Como and all abused cats 
Patti Barrett

In honor of Key and Ollie 
Tamara Lukachy

In honor of Casey Welch and Neil 
Beaudette’s wedding 
Karen Holzbaur

In honor of Charlie Jones 
Stephanie Anderson

In honor of Paisley Hoppe’s birthday 
Bonnie Ward, Patrick and Jeanne Champion, 
Melanie Novak

In honor of Paisley and Piper 
Linnea Priest

In honor of Kressie 
Richard Oprzadek

In honor of Megan’s birthday 
Justine Strom

Happy Anniversary Ann May, the 
tigers and big cats bring out the beauty 
in you. Love you 14 times 
Eddie White

In honor of Nigel and Ivan 
Teresa Calvert

In honor of Sedona Smith 
Karen Smith

In honor of Guapo Diablo 
Kim Tyndall

In honor of Mother’s Day 
David Becker

In honor of Virginia Ritchie 
Michelle Kraft

In honor of Bo Simon 
Ann-Marie Krahel

Liberty, cougar

In honor of Bitsy, my medical 
assistance cat 
Mary King

In honor of Michael R Hogan 
Charlene Hogan

In honor of Stella’s first birthday and 
all her future animal causes – Rhonda 
Lewis

In honor of my cat Seamus, who is 
currently winning the battle against 
small cell lymphoma 
Jennifer Harmatz

In honor of Nikita and Tasha 
Linda Kanuch

In honor of Mio Tubman’s birthday 
Anonymous

In honor of Max and his 16th birthday 
Leona Krieg
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In memory of my Sadie girl (6/1/14 – 
2/16/16) 
Kristen D Anderson

In memory of Bob Meisch 
Ann Meisch

In memory of Scarlet 
Victoria Kyle

In memory of Anna Denise Murtha 
Lee Hughes

In memory of Titan 
Vernette Christensen

In memory of Levi and Meme 
Barbara Kull

In memory of Robert W. Schimke 
Ann Schimke Meisch

In memory of Gunther  
Polly Hart

In memory of “Apollo” my beloved 
Bengal ocelot cat 
Cindy Bouquet

In memory of Sue Josephson’s cat, Norton 
Gloria and Jerry Pope

In memory of my son, Ken Czupta 
Donna Czupta Grabowski

In memory of our sweet Potter 
Megan Olejniczak

In memory of Tammy’s cat, Abby 
Sally Thornton

In Memory In memory of Tammy’s dog, Nala 
Sally Thornton

In memory of Lynn Leonhart 
Helen Davila

In memory of Kato 
Lokai, Smoky and Peg

In memory of Lilly and Titan 
Rochelle Williams, Kris Nozal

In memory of my beloved Zoe 
Carol Robershaw

In memory of my Tonkinese 
Christopher Coffman

In memory of Kip and Peeky 
Dawn Perault and Tim Amstutz

In memory of our late Marble Bengal, Snap 
Raymond Olsen

In memory of Monica 
David Becker

In memory of Fresa 
Kim Steele

In memory of our Burmese, Ashley 
Kathryn Dube

In memory of Ping, a dog from 
Thailand, adopted by Lauren Dosal 
Leslie Dodd

In memory of Chloe 
Rosalind Annen, Alice and Herbert Cederberg

In memory of Nina, Sunny, Lola and 
Troubadour 
Debra Matthees

In memory of Tang 
Teresa Treiger

In memory of Robert L Hogan 
Charlene Hogan

In memory of Mikey T., sweetest buddy 
Lynn Krapf

In memory of my own feline companions 
Christopher Coffman

In memory of Tasha 
Charles Luke, Lisa Paulson

In memory of Suzi 
Kay LaFleur

In memory of our cat, Mimi 
Wanda Strom

In memory of Guapo 
Dawn Killen-Courtney and Richard Courtney

In memory of Dante…forever in my 
heart 
Mary Simon

In memory of beloved Henry, tuxedo 
cat 1999-2016 
Ken and Teena Shield

In memory of Alice Schealler 
Emily Belanus

Sunshine & Midnite, Sisters Furever 
Nancy Williams

Make a memorial or honorarium 
gift at WildcatSanctuary.org.
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Jungle Boogie 2016  |  October 16

PO Box 314 • Sandstone, MN • 55072

 WHITE TIGER PARTY

Jeremy, tiger

Save the date for Jungle Boogie 2016 - the 
White TIGER Party - to celebrate our rescue 
work and to educate about the truth behind 
white tigers and other big cats in need.

Join us at an elegant and eclectic destination 
winery for an exciting evening to benefit the 
wild ones! This white and wine focused event 
includes custom wine, full bar, delicious meal, 
and great company.

Founder Tammy Thies will update you 
on Sanctuary happenings and Sarah Knox 
will bring you an amazing live auction. This 
event promises to be the cat’s meow so 
hurry to reserve your space today before 
the event sells out!

Register online at
WildcatSanctuary.org




