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Feeling Blessed

It is hard to believe the leaves have fallen and winter is almost here. So much was completed this summer for 
the cats, and we have YOU to thank for it. I hope as you read this issue and see all you have helped make 
possible, you realize just how special you are to our cause.

Just as they say it takes a village to raise a child, we know that it takes an army of  dedicated animal lovers to run a 
successful sanctuary. THANK YOU!

On top of  your support, it also takes a dedicated team, board of  directors, staff, interns and volunteers to bring 
all the projects to life.

We are so proud to have such a hardworking staff  that holds TWS’ mission dear to their hearts, as well as every 
rescued resident. They work day in and day out to ensure the animals receive the best of  care, habitats are maintained 
and enhanced, and assist our staff  vet to provide top medical care. Four to six interns a session donate six months of  
their time to learn the workings of  an accredited sanctuary and gain experience on how to become future advocates for 
the animals.

All of  YOU enable us to provide a safe, natural home to over 100 wild cat residents. They now know love and compassion. 
And with our continued rescue efforts, more too will know the miracles that take place at The Wildcat Sanctuary.

My sincerest thanks,

Tammy Thies
Founder & Executive Director

Lizzy, serval

Tonka, tiger
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Sabrina, tiger

Carlo and Andre, cougars

Caesar and Logan to Move in Soon!

Never underestimate what a group of  
dedicated donors, volunteers, interns and 
staff  can do! We are almost completed 

with some HUGE projects for the cats! Thank you for 
making it possible.

• Caesar and Logan will get to explore their 
free-roaming habitats. To decrease their stress, 
we are building a fence chute and allowing them 
to walk over to their new areas on their own.

• This winter, they will have access to several 
indoor bedrooms in the brand new Bob Barker 
Feline Meadows Building! This new tempera-
ture-controlled animal building can accommo-
date 13 wild cats!

• Their move allows us to make improvements 
and customizations to their existing areas so that 
Snow, Storm, Aspen and Blaze can move down 
in the fall.

• Tiger Sabrina received a new multi-tiered plat-
form and much needed trees.

• The 5 Wild can perch high with their new jungle 
gym that spans a large area of  their habitat.

• The hospital, food prep and indoor quarantine 
floors were professionally sealed for easier clean-
up and sanitization

Projects will continue through fall and then on to our 
plans for 2017! Look for our January issue to hear how 
your support can help next year!
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Autumn, bobcat
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Autumn, bobcat

Autumn’s brother had been hit and killed in 
the road near Duluth, MN. Sadly, their 
mother tried to help and was also hit and 

killed leaving little Autumn an orphan. Luckily, she was 
brought to a rehabilitation clinic that was able to assure 
she wasn’t injured. They provided supportive care and 
began researching options for her.

Some rehabbers in the southern United States have 
been able to successfully “wild up” and release bobcat 
kittens like this. Others were very concerned that she had 
little chance of  survival without a surrogate mother to 
help teach her. In Minnesota, we were also months away 
from subzero temperatures. Laws do not permit wildlife 
being moved across country for rehab and release. So 

Second Chances

Surviving bobcat kitten given second chance 
after mom and sibling struck by car

When to Rescue Wildlife

Wildwoods made the decision to find her a permanent 
home and give her the best life possible in captivity if  she 
couldn’t be free. They contacted The Wildcat Sanctuary.

We would’ve loved to see this little, scared girl grow 
up wild, but that was out of  our control. Once she arrived, 
we knew we had to give her the chance to be wild at heart. 
The first step is helping her adjust in captivity, with the 
hope of  forming a surrogate family for her. The Wildcat 
Sanctuary has reached out offering a home to any other 
bobcat kittens in need of  rescue in order to provide her 
with surrogate siblings to grow up with.

You can help The Wildcat Sanctuary continue to 
rescue wild cats in need by donating today!

When a wild animal is disoriented, injured 
or suffering, then it is time to intervene. 
Getting the animal to a certified wildlife 

rehabilitator or licensed veterinarian can save its life and 
provide them the best chance of release back into the 
wild. Trying to nurse the back to health yourself without 
allowing them to imprint is almost impossible.

When to Leave Wildlife Alone
Spring brings with it the temptation to pet, touch, or 

“help” furred or feathered babies. In most instances, 
however, it’s best to leave baby fawns, birds, or other 
wildlife alone.

First, try to determine whether the animal is hurt or 
sick. Is the animal shivering, vomiting, or bleeding? 
Does the animal have an apparent broken limb or wing? 
Has it been attacked by a dog or cat? If the answer to 
any of these is yes, then the animal needs assistance. 
The best thing to do is to contact a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator immediately. These experts care for injured, 
ill, and orphaned wild animals with the goal of releasing 
them back into their natural habitat.

If the answer to the above questions is no, then try 
to figure out if the animal really is orphaned. Spring 
is a busy time for wildlife parents, who typically leave 
their young alone, sometimes for long periods of time, 
throughout the day. This does not mean that the parent 
is not nearby and very conscious of its young. Contrary to 
popular belief, human scent will not prevent the parents 
from returning to care for their young. These tips can 
help you decide whether to take action.

Signs that a wild animal needs your help:
• Presented by a cat or dog
• Evidence of bleeding
• An apparent or obvious broken limb
• Featherless or nearly featherless and on the 

ground
• Shivering
• A dead parent nearby
• Crying and wandering all day long

Become part of the Monthly Pride at 
WildcatSanctuary.org
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2017 Calendars

Guess who our cover cat is this year? It’s 
Shanti Deva! Wouldn’t you love to have 
this gorgeous lioness staring at you, 

inspiring you every day of the year? Or how about 
Shadow, our black leopard, or Callie, our tiger, or many 
others you love!

Our calendar is chock full of some of our best 
photos of all your favorites, thanks to the talent of 
staff and volunteer professional photographer PCML 
Photography. Be sure to order yours quickly as we sold 
out very fast last year.

Once they’re gone, they’re gone, and we won’t be 
able to reorder. Order online at WildcatSanctuary.org 
or mail $21.38 per calendar (includes shipping in the 
United States) to The Wildcat Sanctuary, PO Box 314, 
Sandstone, MN 55072.

Shazam, leopard

Bobcat kittens create their own 
family at The Wildcat Sanctuary

Imagine you’re walking along the path in the 
woods, you see two little balls of fur on the dirt 
path in front of you. They’re meowing. Loudly. 

No mother is in sight. You’re worried for them and you 
don’t want to leave them in harm’s way. You scoop them 
up and bring them home. You think you’ve saved their 
lives. Often, no matter how well intentioned, you actually 
just sentenced them to live in a cage – for life.

In your heart, you want to give them the best chance 
at life. For weeks, you keep them in your home while 
searching for the right rehabilitation center or wildlife 
agency. After a month or more, you finally decide it’s 
time to bring them in to a rehabber so they can care for 
them until they can be free.

But, the sad reality is they’re often destined to life in 
captivity. Picking up or ‘rescuing’ baby wildlife 
unnecessarily turns these animals into orphans, when 
they weren’t orphaned at all. The mother is often left 
searching for her young. Sadly, baby wildlife raised by 
humans are less likely to survive when they’re released 
back into the wild.

This is exactly what happened to these two brothers 
and why they’ve come to The Wildcat Sanctuary to live 
out their lives.

The boys will be introduced to Autumn to create 
their new family. We hope that will provide them 
comfort here at The Wildcat Sanctuary. We look forward 
to providing you updates and announcing the names of 
Autumn’s new brothers.

More Bobcat Kittens Arrive 
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Jeremy and Simon

These Tiger Brothers Were Rescued as Cubs and 
Still Sleep Together Every Night!

Two years ago, Simon and Jeremy, two white tiger 
brothers, were born at a zoo that bred tigers. For most 
white tiger cubs, that would have meant a lifetime of 
being bred and paraded in front of visitors.

But Simon and Jeremy got lucky. Shortly after their 
birth, new management arrived at the zoo and decided 
it was no longer interested in tiger breeding. So the staff 
called up Wildcat Sanctuary, a big cat rescue in Minnesota, 
to see if it could rehome the young cubs.

“Of course, we agreed to help as long as they would 
sign a contract stating they would not breed their 
remaining adult tigers and, if they had to be placed, 
they would be placed at an accredited sanctuary or zoo,” 
Wildcat Sanctuary wrote on its website. “We were inspired 

by the facility and staff who were now putting the animals 
first and really trying to make the right decisions. They 
could’ve made a hefty profit by selling white tigers and 
cubs to the highest bidder, but they didn’t.” The zoo even 
neutered the brothers, as requested by Wildcat Sanctuary, 
and provided their transport.

When Jeremy and Simon first arrived at the sanctuary, 
the two tiger cubs were very frightened, even though 
they had spent time near people during their former lives 
at the zoo, Tammy Thies, founder and executive director 
of Wildcat Sanctuary, told The Dodo.

“We worked hard on socialization from outside the 
enclosure, including reading aloud to them, walking past 
them, bringing objects around and providing enrichment 

to make them comfortable with their new surroundings,” 
Thies said. “What a difference it made. By the time they 
celebrated their first birthday, they were outgoing and 
rambunctious boys.”

White tigers are actually just Bengal tigers not albino 
tigers or a separate species, as some breeders claim and 
are the result of two Bengals with the recessive “white 
gene” being bred together.

White tigers are popular with zoos, fake sanctuaries, 
breeders and exhibitors, according to Minnesota’s Wildcat 
Sanctuary. The entire population of captive white tigers 
started with one white cub who was found in the wild 
and taken from his normal, orange family decades ago. 
Hzis descendants have been inbred ever since.

White tigers don’t naturally occur in the wild and 
often don’t live as long as their orange counterparts 
because of health problems, sometimes severe, due to 
decades of inbreeding.

“This inbreeding has caused many genetic problems 
with tigers such as cleft palates, scoliosis of the spine, 
mental impairments and crossed eyes,” Wildcat Sanctuary 
wrote in a blog post. “Many of the cubs that are born 
either in zoos or by breeders have to be ‘disposed’ of 
because they are malformed at birth.” Thankfully, Jeremy 
and Simon were freed from such a fate.

Out of the two, Simon is the more outgoing brother 
and the “clown.” He’s the first to greet people, destroy 
his enrichment toys and trip his brother up by jumping 
on him or grabbing his back leg when he tries to run off.

Jeremy, on the other hand, is more reserved and 
allows his brother to test out things first. That doesn’t 
stop him from indulging in sillier moments, which 
sometimes include sitting on top of his brother if the 
opportunity presents itself.

“Where you find one, you find the other. They are 
provided a large, free-roaming habitat with lots of 
platforms to climb on, a pool to swim in and toys to 
play with,” Thies said. “They each have heated indoor 
rooms where they are fed separately, but choose to sleep 
together in one room.”

Not only do the two tigers get to live out the rest of 
their days in the comfort of a sanctuary, they’ve also 
been effectively spared from the harmful cycle of white 
tiger breeding.

“We are so pleased we could offer these two boys a 
home and inspire a zoo who once bred white tigers to 
end the practice,” Thies said. “Taking on two more 
tigers meant building a new enclosure with pool and 
landscaping. It was a huge financial undertaking, but well 
worth it for every rescue we provide a second chance to.”
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WHITE TIGER FACTS
• White tigers are not a separate subspecies. 

They’re not Royal White Tigers. They’re not 
Snow Tigers. They’re not albinos. They’re simply 
tigers born with white fur.

• White fur is a very rare genetic mutation 
occurring in the wild possibly in as few as 1 in 
10,000 wild tiger births. 

• The average number of cubs born to get one 
healthy white tiger cub to exhibit is 1 in 30. The 
other 29 cubs can typically be born deformed, 
considered the wrong color, or die shortly after 
birth due to genetic defects. 

• Captive inbreeding of white tigers results in high 
neonatal mortality rates, typically exceeding 
80%. 

• Only 12 white tigers have been confirmed in the 
wild in over 100 years. The last white tiger was 
killed in the wild in 1958. There have been no 
further sightings of white tigers in the wild since.
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A Wild Night to Benefit the Cats

Thank you to everyone who came together to 
make this year’s Jungle Boogie a wonderful 
success! Our annual gala is an important 

event for us to be able to connect with our supporters 
in a fun and celebratory way. Big ROARs of appreciation 
to our event sponsors; The Mary L. Kenzie Foundation, 
RE/MAX Results, and My Pillow, as well as to our 
Patron Table sponsors; Pets Remembered Cremation, 
Ray & Rita Quist of RE/MAX Results, Simoneliers, 
Calliemochos, Purrfect 10, and Megan Olejniczak, and 
many other sponsors. We’re so proud to have so much 
support! Thank you!

This year, we took the opportunity to bring a focused 
educational message to our guests in a totally unique 
way. White Parties are all the rage and have been held 
to celebrate birthdays, raise awareness of various issues, 
and even to celebrate the dawn of Spring. The common 
theme is the color - white. Everything white! We took 
that idea and put our own twist on it by throwing a 
White Tiger Party. Along with the celebratory toasts, silent 
auction wins, and delicious dinner, we also gave guests 
an opportunity to learn more about our effort to educate 
people about the truth about white tigers.

The Wildcat Sanctuary is home to five white tigers: 
Sierra, Nikita, Callie, Jeremy and Simon. Just as it is 
important to celebrate their rescue and new life at The 
Sanctuary, it is also important to understand why they 
needed rescue. Guests visited our Education Station 

Thank you to our top sponsors:

Other sponsors and supporters: 

to talk with The Wildcat Sanctuary Manager about the 
successful rescues of our five white tigers and about the 
day-to-day experience of caring for them in a sanctuary 
setting. Learning and celebrating together!

During dinner, special recognition was given to Dr. 
Micky Trent, Dr. Ralph Weichselbaum and Lynn Krapf 
for their extraordinary efforts to help the cats this year. We 
welcome each of them to the Lion Pride! 

Thank you to everyone who attended, donated silent 
auction items, bought raffle tickets, or helped spread the 
word! Jungle Boogie was a wild success! 

The Mary L. Kenzie Foundation

Sponsor-A-Wild-One

Our Sponsor-A-Wild-One program lets 
you feel a special connection to our cats 
– from a safe distance! 

As a Sponsor Parent, you’ll receive the personal 
story of your sponsored cat along with photos, special 

greetings and updates throughout the year. 
Sponsoring a cat is easy! Sponsorship 

payments can be made by check or credit card. 
You can choose to make an annual payment or 
set up a monthly payment plan. 

By sponsoring a cat, you are helping The 
Wildcat Sanctuary provide the very best care 

for all of the cats that reside at The Sanctuary. 
Proceeds from the sponsorship program fund vitamins 
and nutritionally balanced diets, excellent veterinary 
care, free-roaming habitats, toys and enrichment. 

Learn more at wildcatsanctuary.org/sponsor-a-wild-one/

This is a fantastic gift 
to give the animal lover 
or avid nature lover in 
your life or show your 
respect for wi ld l i fe 
and become a Sponsor 
Parent yourself!

Callie, tiger
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In memory of my beloved cats, 
Banning and Shadow 
Donna J Whistler

In memory of Karen Ruth Bortnick 
Louis Bortnick

In memory of Sylvester 
Dustan and Melissa Cross

In loving memory of Jim Bloyer, he 
loved tigers 
Susan Erickson Bloyer

In memory of my most affectionate cat, 
Boris 
Fulvia Bowerman

In memory of Katie 
George Naylor

In memory of Mortimer 
Kirsten Dahm

In memory of Guido, my perfect little 
feline “monster.” Your quirky presence 
is sorely missed. RIP Guido Monster 
Cindy Kosen

In memory of Quincy 
Joan Akkerman

In memory of Pegasus 
Roberta Mistretta

In memory of my sweet Zoe 
Lorna L. Anderson

In memory of Kelly Bumgarner 
Sharon Bumgarner

In memory of Skipper, a small black 
cat who thought he was a panther 
Ellen Richardson

In Honor

In Honor & In Memory

Happy Birthday Auntie Gennie! 
Love, Maeve and Frankie

In honor of Alan J Scott 
Valerie Cadden

In honor of Cheryl Henley’s 70th Birthday 
Patricia Maurice, Heather Miller, Steven Crockett

In honor of Ruth Wilson Wright 
Ellen Nash

In honor of Dwyla Metzger’s 55th birthday 
David Rowen

In honor of Shanti Deva – World Lion Day 
Melanie Lulue

In honor of Esteban 
Theresa Eilertson, Susan Ryan, Mary King

In honor of Scarlet 
Victoria Kyle

In honor of Nana Ludu 
Delia Krimmel

In honor of Billy & Kathy Watts; Kyle & 
Elizabeth Evens; John Bergren; Jessica 
Wong; Calleen Friedrichs; Robert 
Harrington; Kathy Harrington 
Ray Quist

Thank you Dr. Scanlan and staff at Otter 
Lake Animal Care Center for twenty-five 
years of excellent care for my cats 
Marilynne Roberts

In honor of Darla Hammons’ birthday 
Phyllis Case

In honor of our angels now gone; 
Hobbes, Zio, HoHo, Tommy Soo and 
Penne Pasta 
Judith Mindrum

In Memory

Luna 
17-year-old Bengal cat 

In memory of Shamrock 
Sheryl Reider

In memory of Natalie 
Lynn Krapf

In memory of Gracie Evans 
by the friends of Morlin & Carol Kinnaman, 
Wendy Bloom, Sue Breska, Lori Fore, Stephanie 
Larson, Gail Laugerman, Robin Poppe

In memory of sweet Esteban and also 
in memory of my sweet Dexter 
Carl Thomas

In memory of Esteban, the beautiful kitty 
Stacy Zacher

In memory of Esteban 
Philip Phucas, Rochelle Williams, Bryan Cox, 
Eden Kennan

In memory of Mitty 
Nora Hunt

In memory of my sweet love, Esteban 
Ruxandra Nicolae

In memory of Joyce E Williams 
LisaAnn Stanavage

In memory of Kodiak, one of your first 
residents, passed away 10 years ago 
Daniel Healy

In memory of Nikki 
Cathy Good

In memory of Munky, Sam and Willy 
Larry Syverson

In memory of Snow and Frosty, 
together forever 
Tracy Robinson

Luna, bengal

Make a memorial or 
honorarium gift at 

WildcatSanctuary.org. Sing as loud as you want now Luna Tunes, 
the heavens welcome your song. We will 

love you always!
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Nikita, tiger

Help us raise $125,000!
One big day of  giving to help save big cats!!!

www.razoo.com/us/story/Wildcat-Sanctuary

You can schedule your gift beginning November 1, or join us on Thursday, 
November 17 to donate on our largest worldwide fundraising day of  the year! 

YOU can make a difference in the lives of  our rescues. Tell your friends, 
family, and co-workers how much their help is needed. 

Follow our Facebook page for hourly updates and join our cheerleaders 
from around the world as they cheer us on. 

EVERY gift helps save lives, no matter the size!


