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Bobcat Gets Innovative Hip Surgery 

Tractor the bobcat came 
to TWS in 2001 when 
his owner surrendered 
him.  They attempted to 
keep Tractor as a pet in 
a suburban, Burnsville, 
MN home. 

Keepers noticed his left 
hip was a bit swollen 
and he appeared to have 
difficulty walking. Our 
vets at Cedar Pet Clinic 
Lake Elmo in Minnesota 
examined him and took 
x-rays. These were then 
reviewed by Dr. Levine 
of Veterinary Surgical 

Specialists and it was determined that Tractor had very 
severe arthritic changes in both hips. This is most likely 
due to hip dysplasia, a congenital genetic malformation 
of the hip joint. After discussing his diagnosis with Dr. 
Baillie, we  decided to proceed with surgery in January. 
Dr. Levine said that the surgery is designed to decrease 
the pain perception while restoring comfortable movement. 
Every year, a portion of the medical care for the residents of 
TWS is provided through the generosity of Cedar Pet Clinic 
Lake Elmo. Dr. Baillie is the Sanctuary’s Medical Director.

Because it was a very cold and snowy January, Tractor was 
placed inside our warm indoor quarantine to recover. If 
you would like to donate to Tractor’s care or if you would like to 
sponsor this sweet boy, visit our website and click on the Sponsor- 
a-Wild-One button.

A Winter to Remember...

Despite the way we feel about the cold and snow, TWS 
residents got out and enjoyed mother nature’s enrichment 
at every opportunity. At top, three cougars explore a fresh 
snowfall; center, George, a lynx, is oblivious to the cold 
with his dense fur coat; bottom, Lilly, tiger, gets silly 
playing with her ball.
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Tractor is doing remarkably well and recuperating 
indoors. Soon he will be reunited with his mates.

Dr. Levine discusses 
Tractor’s surgery.
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Even though swimming season is a couple months 
away yet, Sidney is determined to practice fitting her 
whole body inside her swimming pool. We think she’s 
going for ‘total submersion’ on the first hot summer 
day! Sidney is a happy female bobcat at TWS who likes 
to make her own fun.

From The Director:
The new tigers from Texas have definitely added color 
(and stripes) to the landscape of The Wildcat Sanctuary.  
They all have enjoyed the snow, ongoing enrichment and 
are excited to see their new spaces in Wild Woodlands. 
This will be our largest undertaking yet. It will include 
10 free-roaming habitats with water features, hills, landscaping, 
hammocks and more. It will also include a central building 
with 14 indoor areas for the cats.
Because of wonderful supporters like you and a dedicated 
staff, progress has exceeded my expectations this winter:

s 10 acres have been excavated

s 2050 feet of perimeter fence has been installed

s The roads and driveways are in

s The 36 x 60 heated slab for the animal building is complete

s Construction of the building is underway

s Two 5,000 square foot habitats are almost ready
But we still have a long way to go before all the new tigers 
can call Wild Woodlands home. Each single tiger will have 
a minimum of 5,000 square foot of space. Tigers living 
together will receive over 10,000 square feet. This will be 
the largest open space these tigers have ever experienced.  

Sadly, in captivity, the USDA only requires ‘enough space 
to stand up and turn around.’ Technically, that means a 10 
x 10 cage would be considered ‘adequate’ for a tiger. Yet, 
in their natural habitat, tigers live in thick forests and tall 
grasses. They roam territories of up to 400 square miles 
and love to swim in cool streams. No matter how large 
an enclosure we provide, it will never replace their natural 
habitat. But with your support, we can provide the next 
best thing ---wild open spaces at a compassionate sanctuary. 

Habitats are just one of the many things that we provide 
for our rescued residents. Through the generosity of 
Cedar Pet Clinic Lake Elmo and Dr. John Baillie, our 
cats receive the best of preventative and veterinary care.  
Dr. Baillie also serves on TWS’ board as our Medical 
Director. Learn more about the amazing work they do 
at www.cedarpetclinic.com. Bedding is critical to our 
cats, especially in the cold winters and damp spring.  
American Excelsior Company graciously donates all the 
bedding for our animals, aspen wood shavings.

Our big cats receive wholesome diets of muscle, organ 
meat and vitamins. Nature’s Variety donates kibble and 
raw food for the Bengal Cats that have inflammatory 
bowel disease or special needs.

Thank you to these generous supporters and many more 
including PCML Photography, Cat Care Clinic, Wrap 
City Graphics and Rock Art Imagery. We could not 
accomplish our life-saving work without the generosity 
of these organizations. Please support those who support 
the animals.			          

Tammy Quist Thies
Executive Director



and how to get it.   
The timid cat we 
once knew turned 
out to be the queen 
of her castle and she 
wanted everyone to 
know it. We sure 
did…and loved 
her for it. Seeing 
our residents grow 
emotionally is the 
most fulfilling gift. Watching them grow older is sweet 
sorrow. Jazzie led a long life. We love you Jazzie – may 
there only be big cats with you now!

IN MEMORY OF: 
In memory of Karen Quist 

from Scott & Tammy Thies and TWS
s

In memory of James Mullen from Claudia & Jack Davis
s

In memory of my precious kitty, Happ Ann
from Sonja Williams

s
In memory of Jermiah & Chester from Shelia Roberts

s
In memory of Molly

 from James Grace & Thomas Grund
s

In memory of Tessie from Lori & Mike Braun
s

In memory of Ewa  from Kent Saunders
s

In memory of Puffer and Tinker  from Margaret Murphy
s

In memory of O’ja from Therese Francis
s

In memory of Riley from Denise & Jeff Gordien
s

In memory of Dana Miller  from Mildred Miller
s

In memory of Taylor  from Brooke Manley
s

In memory of Scott Allen from Cindy Olson
s

In memory of Silly from Michelle Friessen
s

In memory of Angel from Deborah Desarmeaux
s

In memory of Eileen Hogan miller from Brook Manley
s

In memory of Ken Orttel 
from Steven & Lynne Kluz, R.J. Smith, Inc., Thomas & Mary 

May, Judy Mayer, Mary Cade, Ralph Talbot, Charles Veiman, 
Michale & Toni Smith, Shirley & Daniel Fairbanks, 

Kathleen Schocinski & Duane Vizenor, Harold Matson, 
Alan Nemchik & Christine Boes, Robert & Lynell Anderson, 

BL Medvecky, Gilbert & Marjorie Watson, 
Marianne Hagman and many more friends and family.
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IN HONOR OF:
In honor of Christine Dietsche & Eric Nelson

 from Christine Sanguinet
s

In honor of Samantha Nichols  from Jane Nichols
s

In honor of Susan Timmerman’s birthday
 from Christine Sanguinet

s
In honor of Rosalind Annen from Paula Nelson

s
In honor of Heather Cotton  from Jessica Shuben

s
In honor of Susan Timmerman’s birthday

 from Keith Timmerman 
s

In honor of Dawn Perault from Candace & Michael Shields
s

In honor of Joanne Weaver – Stroh from Karen Weaver
s

In honor of Diane Palmersheim from Janell Travis
s

In honor of Paula Nelson from Rosalind Annen
s

In honor of Mrs. Mae Ruiz from Melba Hires
s

In honor of Oscar Norgren from Mildred Miller
s

In honor of Madelyn Claire Esperum’s graduation 
from Brenda Vaughn

s
In honor of Margaret Kayser 

from Lisa Kayser-Grant & John Grant
s

In honor of Rosalind Annen’s birthday  from Carol Johnson
s

In honor of Craig Miller’s birthday from Paul Moss
s

In honor of Barbara Gislason’s birthday 
from Marilynne Roberts

Donations may be made online 
or by mailing your check to TWS.

Donations listed are as of 3/21/2011. 
We reserve the right to edit submissions.

We lost our beloved Jazzie to cancer in March. Jazzie 
was a very special 16-year-old snow Bengal. She was 
very timid around strangers and unfamiliar sounds but 
once she knew you, she would show her boisterous side 
meowing for attention and love. As soon as you started 
petting her, she would drool in pure bliss. Becoming 
Jazzie’s friend took time and the staff would often 
watch bird TV with her and listen to music in an effort 
to win her over.
She wanted nothing to do with other small cats and 
therefore settled in as our on-site hospital cat. Even 
being very shy, she was never afraid of the big cats. When 
a sick lynx or lioness was temporarily in the hospital, she 
welcomed their company and would go introduce herself. 
As she grew older she knew exactly what she wanted 



Mother’s Day is May 8th! 

Surprise the mother in your life with a sweet photo card with 
this image of Kitty and the quote. With a donation of just $25, 
we’ll send you or a loved one this beautiful card in time for 
Mother’s Day.

Kitty is a female Canadian lynx that was rescued at a very young 
age by a woman who saw her being mistreated. She became 
part of their family and was provided good care. But when 
they relocated for work, the laws in the new area did not permit 
Kitty. They did a lot of research into facilities and finally made 
the decision to place her at our Sanctuary. We’re now happy 
to have her as part of our family. Kitty is a very gentle soul - a 
perfect model for our Mother’s Day program.

Mother’s Day Order/Donation Form
	 q Please accept this general donation of $______________
	 q I would like to order  _________ Mother’s Day cards @ $25 each for a total of $ _______________

(Please feel free to photocopy for multiple orders)

‘Mothers hold their children’s hands for a short while 
...but their hearts forever.’

THIS GIFT IS FOR:

_________________________________________
First & Last Name

_________________________________________
Street Address:

_________________________________________
City, State, Zip

qCheck here if  you would like this gift mailed directly to the recipient.

THIS GIFT IS FROM:

_________________________________________
First & Last Name

_________________________________________
Street Address:

_________________________________________
City, State, Zip

Phone: _____________________________

qCheck here if  you would like this gift mailed directly to you.

 q Check enclosed		  q Please charge my Visa or Mastercard $ Amount: _____________

Credit Card #: __________________________________________________Expiration Date: _______________

____________________________________________     ____________________________________________
Signature							       Name as it appears on card

____________________________________________________________________
Email Address

Phone #    ___________________________  

                  Please:    qMail me a receipt	       qEmail me a receipt          qNo receipt necessary

Orders must be received by May 1st to guarantee delivery by May 8th. 
Mail your check or payment option, along with this order form, or a copy of, to:

The Wildcat Sanctuary  PO Box 314  Sandstone MN  55072The Wildcat Sanctuary is a 501c3 organization. 
Tax ID# 22-3857401



Resident Spotlight:
 Castle and Vista

Vista, along with her brother, Castle, were illegally taken 
from the California wilderness in 2006. It took the efforts 
of several people and organizations to help find a home 
for these two. Since they were exposed to people at such 
a young age, releasing them back into the wild was not an 
option. The Wildcat Sanctuary opened its doors to them 
and has been their home ever since. It was obvious right 
away that Vista had a severe neurological problem.  It is 
most noticeable when she walks. She has low stability and 
often falls or trips when she is walking. However, Vista 
is very strong willed and doesn’t let her disability get the 
best of her. Castle is very much the protective brother, 
always looking out for her. They now live in our Cougar 
Cove area with over 5,000 square feet of wild space to call 
home. One of Vista’s favorite things is her giant fire-hose 
hammock. Whether snuggling in it with Castle or just 
resting by herself, you can tell she enjoys it very much. 
One of Castle’s favorite spots is on his man-made rock. 
Usually in the afternoons we find him soaking up some 
rays and taking a much-needed nap.    

Vista is a very happy-go-lucky cat even though her life has 
not always been happy or lucky. While her brother has 
never really come to trust humans, Vista’s trust has grown 
tremendously. She now stays in her indoor room when 
staff is in and even eats in there while we watch. Another 
thing that Vista is really fond of is seeing other cougars. If 
ever we have to wheel a cougar by in a crate, Vista chirps 
like crazy at them. They also make a funny cackle call to 
the keepers when they are inside. We aren’t exactly sure 
what that call means but they seem to like to do it. We 
are very glad to give Castle and Vista a home for life but 
we wish they could have grown up in the wild like nature 
intended.  At least here at The Wildcat Sanctuary they can 
be wild at heart.
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Events Calendar

TWS Awareness & Outreach booths will be participating in 
the following events over the summer. Plan to stop by and 
see us!

Fri-Sun April 15-17 - Midwest Mountaineering Spring Expo
Sat April 30 - AHS Walk for the Animals
Sun May 1 - May Day Powderhorn Park
Sat-Sun June 25 & 26 - TC Pride Loring Park
Sat July 16 - Hopkins Raspberry Festival - Marketplace Craft Fair
Sun July 17 - Hopkins Raspberry Festival - Grande Day Parade 
Sun July 17 - Bastille Days Uptown Mpls 
Sun Aug 7- PAWS on Grand Ave St. Paul
Sat Aug 13 - Sandstone Quarry Days
Sat-Sun Aug 27-28 - Renaissance Pet Festival

Ways to Stay in Touch with TWS
Don’t forget to sign up for our weekly enewsletter to 
receive news and photos. Drop us an email to add your 
name: cat@wildcatsanctuary.org

•	 Find us on Facebook and get the latest updates!
•	 Follow us on twitter: twitter.com/wcsanctuary
•	 See videos at: youtube.com/user/wildcatsanctuary
•	 Visit our Ebay store 

Appropriate Pet Program 
Featured Rescue Group  

SHAR - Since 2006, Safe 
Hands Animal Rescue (SHAR) 
has rescued and re-homed 
over 1200 dogs abandoned in 
high-kill shelters in the rural 
south. They are a small, no-
kill, volunteer-run organization. 

With no physical shelter, they can only rescue as many 
pups as they have foster homes. When you foster a dog, 
you are literally saving a life. SHAR provides all the vet 
care, food, crates, etc…all you need to add is the love! 
And because of the foster program, they get to know the 
dogs’ personalities very well and can then match them to 
the perfect home.

Currently they have an amazing group of pups and dogs 
ready for adoption! All have been neutered or spayed, 
have their shots and are ready for a loving home. You can 
view adoptable companions at PetFinder.com. Not ready 
to adopt? Consider fostering and save a life!

Visit the SHAR website for more information: 
www.SafeHandsRescue.org
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Miracle Match Update!

Don’t forget to donate before April 30th when your gift 
will be doubled. Several special donors have generously 
come together to match all donations received by The 
Wildcat Sanctuary by April 30th!!! Thank you Peggy 
Fisher and The Stelter Company, Joseph & Shirley Wolf, 
Dan & Sue Schmitt and many others. The Simons have 
donated another $3,500 dollars on to the match for a total 
of $28,500.  Please help us maximize this wonderful gift!

Inside This Issue:
- Update: Wild Woodlands
- Order your Mother’s Day Cards
- Summer Events Calendar 
- Tractor’s Surgery Makes News 
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Help Needed
We are always looking for volunteers with skills 
and interest in social media, public relations, 
and education. Volunteer orientations are 
coming up soon! If this fits you, please contact 
volunteer@wildcatsanctuary.org.

Raja and Liberty, cougars, enjoy a view across the 
Sanctuary and basking in the sun from the high 
point in their enclosure.  
                                                                                       u

Vet care for TWS residents is provided by:

Cedar Pet Clinic of Lake Elmo
www.cedarpetclinic.com

651-770-3250


