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The Box Read: 
“Interstate Meat Dist., Inc.”

This morning, I entered my office to find a large cardboard box with the words “Interstate Meat Dist., 
Inc.” on the side. It stopped me in my tracks. As I approached, a wave of emotion came over me. One so 
strong, it made my heart heavy, made it hard to breathe and my pulse began to race. Just thinking about 

it brings me right back. As I write this, it’s hard to swallow. I find I’m holding my breath and holding back the tears.
How powerful is this box and what’s in it? Why was I feeling this way? Over the years, we’ve received dozens 

of  offers for donated wildcat mounts and pelts from estates and other sources. So why, when this box arrived, 
did it feel so personal and painful? I couldn’t explain it.

I asked our office manager to come into the office and open the box with me. She could see I was wrought 
with emotion. I fumbled with my words but got out, “Sorry, I’m so emotional. I don’t know why, but I feel 
connected to whomever is in this box. I feel like he/she means something, that I might know this animal.” When 
we opened the box, I was shocked. It wasn’t a lynx or even an orange tiger pelt. It was a white tiger pelt. I only had 
to see a corner to know. I began crying. I did know this tiger and it brought me back 16 years into the past.

I Knew Him
It was Como, the white tiger from a case I worked on years ago, a case that changed my life. Now after all this 

time, a law firm found him in a storage room 
and decided to send him to The Wildcat 
Sanctuary for education, not having any idea 
of my connection to him. Working on this 
case was my first experience into the true 
captive wildlife crisis and the illegal trade in 
animal parts. And once you’ve learned the sad 
truth, you can never unlearn it.

I sat there dumbfounded. I knew it was 
Como, yet I had no way to prove it. I just 
knew in my heart. Como was a white tiger 
that lived at a pseudo sanctuary/roadside 
zoo in Racine, MN. The park was called 
B.E.A.R.C.A.T. Hollow and was run by 
Ken and Nancy Kraft. To the public, they 
promoted it as a Sanctuary, but that was 
far from the truth. They bred, sold, bought 
and leased animals. They even ran a second 

From the Founder
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operation on the same property called Kraft Escapades 
that sold live and dead tigers.

In the Headlines
Como, this white tiger, made the headlines years 

ago when he got out of his small cage, grabbed a young 
girl by the shoulder and dragged her several feet. 

I began to read the old news stories and it felt like the 
case was just yesterday. I got involved wanting to end 
the breeding for the pet trade, but soon learned the 
Krafts were in much deeper and more dangerous wildlife 
operations than just selling to the pet market.

As the public pleaded to save Como the white tiger 
from being destroyed, the park became popularly 
supported by the media. The incident had distracted 
people from knowing the ugly truth – that hundreds of 
animals were traded, killed and skinned for profit by the 
same so-called Sanctuary and owners.

The Wildcat Sanctuary offered to help and provide a 
home for Como. The state ruled, unless the young victim 
received a series of rabies shots, Como would be destroyed 
and tested for rabies. Como’s life was not spared. And 
he was not the only one. Allegations were made that 
the Krafts purchased another white tiger and submitted 
that one for destruction and testing first. So not only 
Como, but another tiger possibly lost his life.

I Needed Proof
So, how could I prove this shell of a tiger in front of 

me was Como. And why was I so determined to know? It’s 

because no tiger should be bred to be kept in a roadside 
zoo or sold as a pet. Sentenced to life in captivity, Como 
was killed for being a tiger. Then, he was skinned and 
kept in a box for years. He deserved justice. He deserved 
respect. His story needed to be told again.

I still couldn’t bring myself to remove Como from 
the box myself. One of our caretakers helped. Seeing 
Como again this way was heart wrenching. They had 
preserved the skin on the head, whiskers, even the pads 
on his feet and back claws. His front feet had been 
declawed, but the pelt even had the sad regrowth we 
see in poorly declawed captive cats. And then there it 
was. Boldly in front of me, written in a marker was 
one word. But that’s all I needed. It said, “Krafts.”

It was Como - and I won’t let him die in vain again. 
He’s here for me to tell you his story and the story of 
all of the other animals that suffered in the system, that 
suffered in the captive wildlife crisis.

Roadside Zoo Indicted
A federal grand jury in Minneapolis handed down a 

55-count indictment against the Krafts and seven 
out-of-state people, alleging illegal trafficking in wild 
and exotic animals, including tigers, grizzly bears 
and leopards. The indictment alleged that Kenneth 
and Nancy Kraft tampered with witnesses, falsified 
paperwork, sold dead and alive animals, conspired to sell 
and buy more than $200,000 in endangered or threatened 
animals in interstate commerce from 1999 to 2003, even 

Como, tiger

“Boldly in front of me, written in 
a marker was one word. But that’s 
all I needed. It said, ‘Krafts.’”
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Ming, tiger

Photo credit – John Roca/NY Daily News

as they solicited donations and memberships to their 
rural zoo, B.E.A.R.C.A.T Hollow. The indictments grew 
out of a probe that began when Como attacked the child 
in July 2001 at the Kraft’s animal park. 

Tigers Lilly and Ming
Como was just one of many tigers that suffered 

at the hands of B.E.A.R.C.A.T. Hollow. 
Lilly, the tigress, was born in 1996 and came to The 

Wildcat Sanctuary in 2006 after her owner was tragically 
killed by another tiger, Tango. 

Lilly was severely underweight and suffered frostbite 
on her ears and tail. The Wildcat Sanctuary was informed 
by authorities that Lilly had come from YOR Exotics, 
where she was found as the last surviving tiger a few 
years earlier. In order to survive there, Lilly had 
consumed her cage mates after they had passed 
away from starvation. The owner of YOR exotics had 
purchased her from B.E.A.R.C.A.T. Hollow after she 
had been leased out for exhibits when she was just a cub.

Ming was a young tiger, approximately three years 
old and weighing 425 pounds at the time of his capture 
in October 2003. He lived inside a five-bedroom 
apartment on the fifth floor of a large public housing 

complex in Harlem, New York.
Yates purchased Ming at eight weeks old from the 

B.E.A.R.C.A.T Hollow Animal Park. Records indicate 
that they had previously sold a lion cub to owner Yates, 

but Yates found another home for the lion prior to his 
mauling by Ming.

Ming’s existence became known and reported in the 
media when Yates went to the Harlem Hospital Center 
emergency room on September 30, 2003 after being 
bitten on the arm and leg. 

Policemen went to the apartment to investigate and 
heard loud growling inside. The officer avoided entering. 
Another police officer was sent to the roof and lowered 
himself on a rope to peer in through the apartment’s 
windows. Ming attempted to attack him, nearly breaking 
through the window, frightening the officer. An 
animal control team was then sent into the apartment 
and anesthetized the tiger. Ming was placed at a non-
accredited facility in Ohio.

Make a Difference
This seemingly innocent, family-run roadside zoo 

was in the center of the wild animal trade. The public 
never knew and unsuspecting families patronized them 
every weekend. Sadly, their pseudo-sanctuary isn’t the 
only one in our country – even today. 

Once I tell this story, I can finally put Como to rest. 
He, along with all the other donated pelts, receive the 
same respect and freedom as our residents. He will be 
cremated and his ashes will be spread across wildlife 
land where he will spend the rest of forever - free as he 
was meant to be.

Como, Lilly, and Ming - your stories will not be 
forgotten.

I invite you all to join me in the fight to end the 
captive wildlife crisis! Your support can create a better 
world for captive wild animals.

For the cats,

Tammy Thies
Founder & Executive Director

Your Donation Doubled at WildcatSanctuary.org
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Max, cougar

As a sanctuary, you know we’re a home for life to all our rescued residents. But at TWS, we take that 
even one step further. We follow and commit to providing a forever home for all the cats we refer 
to other reputable facilities and sanctuaries, too. And that’s the story with Max.

Due to flooding and a new facility plan, the zoo decided to renovate habitats including where Max was 
living. When we heard of this, we reached out to the zoo offering a final and forever home for him.

Max turns 16-years old this month! He is a kind-hearted cougar who suffers with arthritis. Because of your 
support, he’ll now be able to live his golden years at The Wildcat Sanctuary.

In 2011, we received a call from Max’s private owner. They needed to surrender him due to their divorce. At 
that time, TWS had just taken in cougar kittens Carlo, Noah and Langley, and we didn’t have habitat space for 
him. The Lake Superior Zoo had lost their other cougars due to old age and they agreed to accommodate Max.

Celebrating a New Home,
a New Birthday, and a New Life
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We were not if ied by the state of 
Washington that they had 
two pairs of wi ld orphaned 

cougar k ittens in need of a home after their 
mothers had been k i l led.

Saving these four wasn’t even a quest ion. 
We knew we had to step up and act quickly.  
Knowing what they must have been through 
already, the tragic loss of their mother, we 
couldn’t wait to make their l ives stable, 
secure, and happy.

Our first choice is that they all could’ve 
grown up in the wild. But, when that isn’t 
possible, we’re happy to provide them a second 
chance at life here at The Wildcat Sanctuary.

2 Litters, 4 Kittens, 1 New Family

Blaze & Aspen, cougars

Snow & Storm, cougars
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Sabrina, tiger

Shanti Deva, lioness
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Nikita, tiger

You can sponsor these cats
at WildcatSanctuary.org

Shadow, leopard
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Working Together

Helping Tigers
It’s an exciting time as we break ground on new 

habitats in the Feline Meadows section of the Sanctuary! 
And a huge thanks to TIGERS IN AMERICA for 
offering a 50% match that helped raise the funds 
needed for construction of these new areas for our 
big cat residents. Be sure to watch our Facebook page 
for progress photos this spring and summer. We’re so 
grateful to all who contributed to make this happen!

Sign Up For Amazon Smile
Whenever you make a purchase using Amazon, did 

you know a portion of whatever you spend can be 
donated to the cats? All you have to do is go to www.
smile.amazon.com and name WILDCAT SANCTUARY 
as your favorite charity. Then, every time you shop, some 
of what you spend can come directly to help support the 
cats – and it costs you nothing!

Caesar, tiger

Join Our Legacy Pride
Now’s the time to think about the legacy you’ll leave 

behind. You can help make the world a more 
compassionate place and provide for the cats after 
you’re gone by making a planned gift in your will today. 
Visit our website for detailed information about joining 
our Legacy Pride.

Vista, cougar

Free Ways to Help the Cats
We often hear the phrase, “I wish I could help, but I 

don’t have the money to.” Did you know there are so 
many easy ways you can help wild cats in need – and 
they’re all FREE? You’ll find links to help you do all of 
these on our website at www.bit.ly/TWSfreehelp

Aspen, Storm, Snow, Blaze, cougars



Become an Effective Advocate
We have an entire portion of our website dedicated to 

“How to be an Advocate.” That’s where you’ll learn many 
different ways to become the most effective voice for the 
voiceless. You can approach civic groups, businesses, 
schools, etc. to offer your services as a speaker on behalf 
of wild cat issues. You’ll find reference material about the 
captive wildlife crisis we’re facing today on our website, too.

Our NO MORE WILD PETS program has been 
very successful. Teachers can also find part of our website 
devoted to PROGRAMS FOR KIDS with exciting 
curriculum ideas for all grade levels. Sharing this with 
your child’s teacher or other teachers you may know 
is a wonderful way to help teach the next generation 
compassion and conservation.  Educate, educate, educate!

Volunteer or Intern
If you’re in Minnesota, go to our website to find out 

how you can volunteer your services for the Sanctuary.  
If you’re out of state, you might consider volunteering at 
your local shelters and rescue groups in your area. You 
can also find out if you have the qualifications to become 
an onsite intern here at the Sanctuary (open to US residents 
only) by visiting WildcatSanctuary.org.
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Share & Network Through Social Media
Follow our posts daily and share them on your own 

personal social media pages, too. Education is a key part of our 
mission.  You’ll find links to all our social media accounts on 
our website. We update these each day with new and exciting 
photos and content for you to share and involve others. 

Sign Petitions
Whenever you see a petition, sign it and share it. 

Raising awareness and educating the public is key to 
ending exploitation and abuse. The more you show you 
care, the more you share, the more people you reach. So 
sign and share!

Sebastian, serval



Aurora, caracal

Brianna, bobcat

Cleo, serval

Buddy, bobcat
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Ciega, bengal

Cleo, Canada lynx
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Simon and Jeremy, tigers

With your help last year, we have already begun two new tiger free-roaming habitats in the Feline 
Meadows section of the Sanctuary. Each habitat will have a fun splash pool, multiple platforms to 
climb, trees and toys. Funding has already been secured for the outdoor portion of these habitats 

and construction is underway! These will be our largest tiger habitats.

Central Animal Building – You Can Help!
At the Sanctuary, the cats have outdoor free-roaming habitats but they also have access to an indoor, temperature-

controlled building. We’re breaking ground this summer on the Feline Meadows animal building that will provide 
13 indoor rooms for rescued big cats. Each room has a safety door to the outside, cozy hammock to lounge in or 
perch to lay on, water and more.

Funding for this central animal building is critical for several reasons. Not only does it provide an area for 
animals to escape extreme heat and cold, but it is where the cats are fed and therefore, positively conditioned to 
enter the building during inclement weather. Work can be safely performed in their habitats and routine cleanings 
done while the cats enjoy indoor activities. It also serves as a recovery area for cats after veterinary procedures and 
exams. During their geriatric years, it gives them a safe place to retreat to while providing caretakers close access 
to provide much needed specialized care.

Help Us Create a Home For Life

Your Donation Doubled at WildcatSanctuary.org
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Ekaterina, tiger

$920
Earthworks
for site prep

$42,400
Concrete slab
& block walls

$11,800
In-floor heat
and boiler

$8,500
Electrical

$54,843
 Building & Stalls 

Construction

$13,650
Steel safety & 
kennel doors

$2,750
Septic Tank

$1,800
Road around 

building & habitats

What Will it Cost 
to Build the

Feline Meadows 
Building? 

Naming Rights Are Available 
Gifts over $5,000 will received their name on the sign. Gifts over $10,000 will receive 
their name on the sign and brick. Contact cat@wildcatsanctuary.org for more information.

Total: $136,663
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Shazam Finds a New Friend

For so many years, Shazam had the friendship of 
Diablo Guapo.  After Guapo passed, there was a 
void for him and that area of the Sanctuary.

After much thought and planning, tigress Nikita was 
moved into Diablo Guapo’s old area. This energetic white 
tiger was quite the contrast to a calm black jaguar. Nikita 
and Shazam have a hard time trusting people, but seemed to 
want kinship of their own kind. So we thought it would be 
a good match.

What a very special moment when Shazam saw Nikita 
for the first time.  He ran right up to the fence, began purring 
and playing, just as he had with Diablo Guapo.  Nikita was 
pretty smitten too! YOU make new friendships like this 
possible!

Help Us Make More Special Moments
Guardians are important to our residents. In fact, you are 

the backbone that sustains their safe home. And because 
monthly donations are processed automatically, less time is 
spent on fundraising and more time is spent saving lives! And 
in the end, that’s what matters most.

Become part of the Monthly Pride at WildcatSanctuary.org.

Join Our Monthly Pride

Shazam, leopard

Nikita, tiger and Shazam, leopard
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Gone But Not Forgotten

There is no other cat, besides 
founding tigress Meme, that 
embodied The Wildcat Sanctuary’s 

reason for being more than Titan. He became 
the face of the sanctuary on so much of our 
literature and website. He was a tiger who 
had beaten all odds. As a former exhibit cat, 
he survived starvation not once, but twice. He 
tragically lost his brother Tango, after Tango 
killed their owner, and he arrived many years 
ago full of anger and fear. 

But his tragic history isn’t what defined 
him, it was his capacity for forgiveness. He 
learned to trust again and became one of the 
sanctuary’s most charismatic cats. As he let 
go of his anger, he found peace and became 

a gentle leader for our cause. When he was diagnosed with leukemia, we hoped we’d have more time with him. 
But, it wasn’t to be. We know he now looks to the new generation of rescued big cats at the Sanctuary to continue 
guiding our work. And they will.

Titan – you have led us this far on our journey to create a world of compassion for animals. We’ll honor your 
legacy by carrying on such an important mission of saving others. Love to you, our gentle leader, and enjoy your 
newfound freedom as you’ve reunited with your brother Tango and your soulmate Lilly.

Titan, tiger

Spring, cougar

Spring, a gentle giant who is in our hearts forever.

Tasha, cougar

Tasha, may you always be the voice for those still in 
need of rescue.
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Gifts through March 21, 2016

In honor of Mrs. Linda Minor 
Stephanie Fierro

In honor of Robert and Betty Woods 
Curtis Lee Woods

In honor of Molly Kelly’s birthday 
Gwenn Chriss

In honor of Christopher and Maria 
Helena’s Tenth Wedding Anniversary 
Mary Manydeeds

In honor of Titan 
Keirstin Nitzel

In honor of Booties 
Danita Roberts

In honor of Sondra Wyatt’s birthday 
Sandra Moody

In honor of Devi 
Janani Julta

In honor of Spring 
Esther Zinck

In honor of Mary Paul 
Carole Thatcher

In honor of Gretchen Aichinger 
Matt Besse

To Linda, in memory of Papi, with love 
this Valentine’s Day

In honor of Jeanna Hensler with deep 
appreciation for the many gifts she 
brought to our MACF Team!! Best 
Wishes Jeanna -- we will miss you! 
Your MACF Team Monica, Joelle, Sara, Katie, 
Elizabeth, Terry and Jo!

In honor of Ed and Garnet Resch 
John Resch

In honor of Paula Nelson and Roz Annen 
Barbara and Ford Sharpe

In honor of Max 
Sheila Droege, Monica Lowy, Rosann Hebert

In honor of Max’s arrival 
Neal and Jessica Gilbert-Redman

In honor of my sister’s birthday 
Rhonda Maas

In honor of Janet and Cliff Yamaoka – 
Leona Allen

In Honor

In Honor & In Memory
In honor of Tame Shannon, the forever 
kitty lover 
Bryan Shannon

In honor of my husband Claude 
Thomas 
Marilynn Thomas

In honor of Anne Reidenbach 
Aunt Laurel & Uncle Kostas Vasileiadis 

In honor of Tom Wenborg 
Carole Wenborg

In honor of Raquel 
Chantelle Neufeld

In honor of Kay Quam and Jo Leir 
Patricia Henkel

In honor of Elizabeth Mack 
Kolby Patrick

In honor of Sharon Bosley 
Alexander Scobie

In honor of Lezlee Dodgion 
Margleny Littleton

In honor of Guapo 
Sally Jaster

In honor of Marlene Hunkins 
James Hunkins

In honor of Matthew Dahlquist & 
Deborah Oakes 
Matthew Dahlquist

In honor of Bette Spears 
Wendy Schmidt

In honor of Johanna Arias 
Margaret Dean

In honor of Jack Savannah and Zoe 
Jane Nichols

In honor of Barbara B Brown 
Tamzin Brown

In honor of Nicole Anderson and 
Brianne Stallm 
Hoof & Paw Clinic, LTD

In honor of Sebrina 
Rosann Hebert

In honor of Nicky and Cocoa Koch 
Lynn K Koch

In honor of Laura Stearns 
Barry Kessler

In honor of the Women’s Army Corp 
Christine White

In honor of Colleen Meyer, for all the 
animal rescues she works at 
Linda Meyer

In honor of Paul Nelson’s birthday and 
Christmas and in honor of Barbara 
Sharpe’s birthday and Christmas 
Rosalind Annen

In honor of Timothy and Dawn 
Amstutz 
Nan Amstutz

In honor of Kay Quam and Jo Leir 
Kathleen Marmet

In honor of Gary Lee 
Jennifer Lee

In honor of Linda and Todd Haug 
Joanne Haug

In honor of Tyler 
Joseph and Kathleen Muench

In honor of Audrey Beckstrom 
Kim Culbertson

In honor of all the pets & wild critters I’ve 
had the privilege of knowing over the years 
Sharon Davis

In honor of Spring 
Keirstin Nitzel

In honor of Guapo Diable, Titan and 
the many others loved and lost 
Marsha Stacy

In honor of Barbara (Thies) and David 
Christensen’s marriage 
Tanya Teravskis

In honor of my fabulous husband, 
Michael Wondra 
Claudia Wondra

In honor of Daniel Kretzschmar 
Kimi Blackledge

In honor of the Ecklund-Gledhill 
wedding 
Nicole Ecklund

In honor of Paula Nelson’s birthday 
and Rosalind Annen’s birthday 
Barbara and Ford Sharpe

In honor of Koral 
Rosemary Herberger

In honor of Baby Jenga, who has a neighbor 
Juliann Johnson
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In loving memory of Yoshka and of 
Spring the Cross-Eyed Cougar 
Bonnie and Steven Goldsmith

In memory of Spring 
Doris Olson

In memory of Guapo and Spring 
Sheena Johnson

In memory of Spring 
Sumy Guzman

In memory of Titan, may you roar forever 
Danielle Schweitzer

In memory of our sweet cat Missy 
Jill and Eric Swenson

In memory of Titan 
Barbara Wallace

In memory of Muffie our kitty at 22 
Linda Meyer

In memory of Jerry Dudycha’s 
wonderful cat. I’m so sorry for your loss 
Katie from Fox Studio

In memory of Titan 
Doris Olson

In memory of and love for Titan and Lilly 
Sherrie Salinger

In memory of Mr. Ronald G. Phillips 
David and Nancy Pinzka

In memory of Titan 
Lorna Bjorkman

In memory of Titan 
Sumy Guzman

In memory of Oscar 
Karen Avaloz

In memory of Sampson the Caracal 
Susan Kirk

In loving memory of the Wildcat Sanctuary 
cats who have passed on. Each one deeply 
missed. They will live forever in our hearts 
Kim Meline

In memory of Pippa 
Tyler Karlberg

In memory of all the loving cats past 
present and future that I have been and 
will be fortunate to spend my life with. 
Anonymous

In memory of our dear cousin, Kathy 
Dedmon. She loved the cats! 
Ellen Hadley

In memory of Norma Tushaus 
Kristina Orf

In Memory In memory of Spring 
Adele Pikora

In memory of Sampson! He will live 
forever in our hearts! Run Sampson and 
live wild now as you were meant to be! 
Melanie Lulue

In memory of Billy 
Shamsi Pearson

In memory of Ebony & Sassagras 
Marina Silliker

In memory of Norma Maki 
Mary Maki-Sapp

In memory of Chanel 
David Johnson

In memory of Ronald G. Phillips 
David and Nancy Pinzka

In memory of Sampson, the Serval’s 
best friend, may his light be everlasting 
Lizbeth Dobbins

In memory of Augustus James Bernard 
(male domestic cat) 
Wendy Berkowitz

In memory of Hoover and Moose 
(big cats at heart) 
Anita Alspaw

In memory of Midnight Kitty 
Cynthia Sedad

In memory of beloved Guapo and in 
memory of my own Marasalis, who 
lives in my heart 
Elyse Mather

In memory of Guapo 
Svare Engineering Group, LLC, 
Vicki Warren, Brigitte Sandager

In memory of Jules Meow Bailor, my 
pumosito 
John E Bailor

In memory of my father David and my 
Uncle Don 
Patricia Combs

In memory of Louie! Our sweet little 
Russian Blue 
John and Shirlee Cowan

In memory of Coal 
Bernice Wasche

In memory of Milo 
Terri Lewis

In memory of all the loving cats past 
present and future that I have been and 
will be fortunate to spend my life with 
Darlene Umphrey

In honor of Craig Miller’s birthday 
Paul Moss

In honor of Carol’s Zoe 
Ellen Stewart

In honor of Sam and Eeevee Dalgleish 
Andria Dalgleish

In honor of Max and in memory of 
Alex, Pete, Gus and Frank 
John 

In honor of Catpurnicus, Wendy 
Whiner and Silly Buttons 
Erin Hynes

In honor of all the cats, & remembering 
the Husky Girls, Sophie & Sierra 
Jennifer Plombon

In honor of Logan and Tonka and all 
you special folks at TWS 
Nancy Williams

In honor of Severus my not so big fur 
baby! 
Anonymous

In honor of Merlin and General 
Ron Mass

In honor of Carissa Winter 
Judy Hunter

Scooter, bobcat
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Miracle Match

Max, cougar

Last chance for the 
Miracle Match!

You can make double the miracles 
come true right now! Now, through 
April 30th, your gift will be doubled by 
generous donors – up to $66,500!

Don’t miss this amazing opportunity 
knowing your gift has been matched 
and will provide more than ever to the 
rescued cats of The Wildcat Sanctuary. 
Without your help, we cannot say YES 
to cats like Max. Without your help, 
they may still be struggling for a meal 
or waiting for a home.

Your Donation Doubled at WildcatSanctuary.org


